CALL FOR PROPOSALS
CREATION OF AN OUTDOOR
DIGITAL INTERACTIVE ARTWORK
FOR A PRESENTATION IN QUARTIER DES SPECTACLES
(MONTREAL, CANADA) AND IN SALFORD QUAYS
(MANCHESTER, UNITED KINGDOM)

DEADLINE:
April 23rd (10 a.m. Montreal, 3 p.m. United Kingdom)
By the Quartier des Spectacles Partnership (Montreal, Canada)
and Quays Culture (Salford Quays, United Kingdom)

CALL FOR PROPOSALS

Salford Quays, Manchester. Photo: MediaCityUK. Quartier des Spectacles, Montreal. Photo: Ulysse Lemerise-OSA

CONTEXT
As Montreal’s cultural heart, the Quartier des Spectacles presents innovative projects from every creative discipline.
Its outdoor spaces are equipped for exploring and presenting new types of works for urban sites. The Quartier
des Spectacles Partnership’s programming is driven by the desire to give audiences exceptional experiences that
transform their relationship with the city, and to provide a playground for creators and artists.
Quays Culture is the artistic team behind award-winning large-scale art events at Salford Quays – home to
MediaCityUK. Its artistic programme immerses audiences into new and exciting public-realm exhibitions that are
inspired by its surroundings, with a focus on technology, creativity and digital innovation. Working with local talent
as well as internationally renowned artists, Quays Culture’s work ranges from the intimate to the monumental,
inspiring audiences to engage with the location in new and exciting ways.
This call for proposals, issued jointly by the Quartier des Spectacles Partnership and Quays Culture, stems from
the recognition that our organizations share a similar vision for public space as territory to be explored, by artists
and audiences alike. The project is aimed at giving creators the opportunity to immerse themselves creatively in
a range of exhibition settings, and to have the opportunity to reach large audiences on either side of the Atlantic.

SELECTION CRITERIA
Creators and artists working in any discipline and residing in Quebec (Canada) or in the United Kingdom are
invited to propose a digital interactive installation. The proposal selected for production will be consistent with
certain elements of artistic direction common to the two organizations: the desire to disrupt people’s everyday
routines with bold, astonishing and thought-provoking works that capture the viewer’s imagination.
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The work must meet the following objectives and criteria:
• be original and never previously exhibited ;
• use light as a means of artistic expression, and stand out for its aesthetic appeal ;
• be remarkable day and night ;
• be participatory, engaging, and promote encounters between people ;
• offer a clear, intuitive experience ;
• be a standalone experience, requiring no guidance and no technology interface other than the installation
itself (i.e. no mobile app) ;
• be fully weatherproof and suitable for outdoor, fully exposed display in winter (Montreal’s winter conditions) ;
• as far as possible, the work must comply with the main principles of universal accessibility ;
• must be able to operate at any voltage between 120 and 240. Electrical connections must be made with
standard electrical outlets and require only an adapter to be connected to the outlets provided by the
exhibitor ;
• must be self-supporting and require only minimal daily technical maintenance ;
• be easily transportable and compact when disassembled in order to allow ground, air or ocean transportation ;
• be easily erected and dismantled by a non-specialist technical crew with clear instructions.

SCHEDULE
• Deadline for submitting proposals: April 23, 2018, 10 a.m. (Montreal time) - 3 p.m. (UK time)
• Announcement of three finalists: Week of April 23
• Finalists’ presentations (by Skype): April 30
• Announcement of the selected proposal: Week of April 30
• Presentation in Salford Quays, Manchester (UK) as part of Lightwaves 2018: December 2018
(see Annex for details)
• The following year in the Quartier des Spectacles in Montreal (CA) 1. It could then be presented elsewhere.

BUDGET
The total production budget for the project is ($70,000 CAD // £ 40,000 GBP), plus applicable taxes.
The Partnership and Quays Culture will be responsible for maintenance and upkeep during presentation of the
work and will cover transport costs for the work. They will also cover travel and accommodation expenses for an
exploratory trip and for the installation of the work 2.
The Partnership and Quays Culture will retain physical ownership of the work, and the artist(s) will retain
intellectual property rights to the work. After the presentation of the work in Montreal and Manchester, it may
be presented elsewhere.

1 The site and context of presentation will be determined later.
2 Subject to certain restrictions.
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HOW TO SUBMIT A PROPOSAL
Submitters must present their proposal on a maximum of 10 pages (any additional pages will not be read) and
include:
• a visual overview of the proposed concept (day and night), the visual may include inspiration images ;
• a brief explanation of the proposed concept ;
• a summary budget ;
• a list of production team members, including an overview of their experience, with images or a link to past
projects.
To submit your proposal, email all required documents by April 23, 2018, 10 a.m. (Montreal time) // 3 p.m (Manchester
time) to both projets@quartierdesspectacles.com and art@quaysculture.com.
For emails/attachments larger than 1MB, please use the WeTransfer service.
If you have any questions, please direct them to the same addresses.

ABOUT QUAYS CULTURE
Quays Culture delivers outdoor arts and cultural events, combining the latest in digital and cutting edge technology
with the vision of world-class artists throughout the year. For five years Quays Culture has created new digital
artistic adventures and delivered exciting art experiences to visitors to Salford Quays, with many more to come.
Quays Culture was brought together by The Quays Partnership and is managed by the Lowry, with a remit to
animate the public space at Salford Quays: Home of MediaCityUK and provide visitors with an exceptional artistic
and cultural offer.
The Quays Culture programme is funded and supported by Greater Manchester Combined Authority, Arts Council
England and British Council.
Quays Culture is a member of Light Up the North, a network of light festivals taking place in seven cities across the
North of England.
quaysculture.com

ABOUT THE QUARTIER DES SPECTACLES AND THE PARTNERSHIP
The Quartier des Spectacles is Montreal’s cultural heart, boasting North America’s most concentrated and diverse
group of cultural venues. The district is the year-round host to countless festivals and events, many of which
include free outdoor shows and activities. The Quartier hosts innovative urban installations involving cutting-edge
lighting design, immersive environments or interactive digital spaces. Year round, the Quartier presents artistic
video projections on several building façades. The Quartier des Spectacles is a showcase for new multimedia
technology, making Montreal a global leader in the urban exhibition of digital content.
The Quartier des Spectacles Partnership, founded in 2003, is a non-profit organization with more than 60 members
active in the district. It is responsible for animating the Quartier des Spectacles by programming cultural activities,
managing and animating public spaces, providing distinctive illumination, and promoting the Quartier as a mustvisit cultural destination. The Partnership is supported by the Ville de Montréal and the Secrétariat à la région
métropolitaine of the Ministère des Affaires municipales et de l’Occupation du territoire.
quartiersdesspectacles.com
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